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OF THE PRESENT DAYI MUSICAL GIANTS
Italy Leads with Three Leoncavallo Puccini and

Mascagni Leoncavallos Flight from Egypt
in Disguise Mascagnis Struggle with Pov
erty Puccinis Student Days Spent in an

Venerable SaintSaens a Child

Prodigy on the Strauss Com-

poser of Salome the Son of a Horn Player
Reginald de Koven a Member of the 400

AtticThe
PianoRichard

¬

¬

By DBXTBR MARSHALL
With Bdvard Orieg the Norwegian

in Ht7 and edward Alexander Mae
Dowell the American dead less than

month ago the world can boast of
very few really great living compo er-

Uf these SaintSaens is so old that he
has quit writing music and Dudley Buck
the American practically want into re-

tirement a few years ago when he retired
as organist of Holy Trinity Church
Brooklyn where he had been musically
supreme for upward of a quarter of a
century

Italy with her trio Abuwasnl Leonca
vallo and Puccini easily leads the li t of
the nations in living composers of inter-

national fame Then there is Richard
of Salome fame or notoriety

juat as you care to look at it In these
men we doubtedty have the six most
famous living composers Among those

lesser fame but more or lees widely
known are Reginald do Koven George
W Chadwtek and Edgar StHlman Kelly
Americans all Uf last named being lo-

cated In Berthv where he Is looked upon
as a celebrity

Italys three all had the traditional
hard time of it before tickle fame smiled
on them and led them to walk along the
piths of Easy street All are under fifty
Mascagni is the youngest being only
fortytwo Each of his eompatriots Is
seven years older Puccini is the only
one who comes of a musical fatally
there were four generation of musical
Puccinis in a line bere him All three
however in early boyhood displayed a
strong liking for music and each
done nothing much in this world but
dream music play music and write
music
Lfononvnllos Egyptian Adventure

Ruggiero Leoncavallo did dream ones of
a military career but appearance of
English riMs speedily dissipated the
dream and so doing probably saved
the Neapolitan to the world of music
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Leoncavallo at Ute time was in Egypt
whither he had gone as a boy to live with
his unrl who was director of the press
m the Foreign Ofnce Through his uncle
he got the position of piano player to the
court of Mahmoud HamdY That swarthy
son of the Nile fell ao much in love with
the Italians melodies that he promised
him a regimental appointment and a big
salary at the proper time

But before Mahmoud could get aroun-
dt the brass button business there was an
uprising against the English Mahmoud
cast in like lot with the instigators of the
trouble The British are still in Egypt
Leoncavallo had to flee in disguise He
made his way to Port Said and at the
first opportunity took boat for foreign
soil He landed eventually in France

before ha could get aboard
wag penniless when he reached Port Said

he had to raise the necessary passage
money by giving H concert AU the time
le was playing h was in mortal terror
lest some Tommy Atkins should j

and arrest him The concert netted j

him between Wt and Me francs
About the time that Leoncavallo reached

Paris he made the discovery that he was
again flat as a pocketbook The first
work that offered Itself was seized
ly and so Leoncavallo became an aC
compantet at a cafe In the course re-

time he filled similar positions in otlif r I

ifes Then he began to teach singing j

But shiphe

swagger-
in

qulk

and a little later to work up artists in
their repertoires

Writes poem Sledici
In the midst of his struggle to make a

jiving by doing odd musical Jobs he
rote a poem called Medici Fortu-

nately for hit future he got an opportu-

nity to read his lines to Mat who
jtlvised him to go to Milan and read them
to Ricordi That te how Leoncavallo came
tu pawn the furniture of his fiat that he
might have money enough to get to Milan
and before M Ricordi who commissioned
tile cafe player to write music for the
poem the pay to be 309 francs a month
i r twelve months This meant that the
work must be done In a year and it was
Then Leoncavallo anxiously awaited the
initial production of hte great effort He
waited in vain for three years

Meantime he took up teaching again in
to keep from starving Meantime

t Masragni sprang into instant popular
favor with Us Cavalteria Rusticana
As Mascagnls increased Leonca
vallo got bluer and bluer Then one day
lie decided not to wait any longer for the

of Medici but to cut loose
rom Ricordi and try to write something

that would make hint famous also That
was how he came to compose I Fag
liaccl in five months On May 17 UK
it was produced for the first time and
the next morning the name oL Leon
cavallo was being coupled with that of
Mascagni Leoncavallo was thirtyfour
when Italy learned of his existence Mas

was twentyfive
There are many persons in Germany

who dont think any too well of Leon
i avallo This te because Emperor Wil-
liam after hearing Medici decided
that composer was the man best fitted
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write for him an opera with Roland a
th theme The opera called Roland
was composed by Leoncavallo after long
and arduous work When produced it
pleased the Bmperor Immensely but thf
German crlUot and newspapers roasted
unmercifully both the work and the com-
poser because the War Lord had darej
to select an Italian Instead of a German
to write a pet opera for him Outside of
Berlin and his works are
highly thought of the musical world over

Composer of Madame Butterfly
Giacomo Puccini composer of three

popular operas La Bohwne La
Tosca and Madame Butterfly got his
musical education at the Conservatoire of
Milan and incidently while there lived
the life of a true Bohemian because for-

sooth he had not the means to
ordinary comfort

During the three years that he was a
conservatoire student his food consisted
largely of coffee milk and bread He his
brother Michael and a friend all lived to
gether in top floor hall bedroom Some
times when bread and milk palled on
them they would feast on an omelet of
two eggs Once they gave a little dinner
party of four and
served a herring

Puccinis landlord ran a restaurant
connection with the boardinghouse and
he naturally forbade cooking in the
rooms To circumvent the crusty old fel
low by drowning the noise of cooking
things Puccini was wont to play enthusi-
astically on the piano while his brother
played chef On one occasion when the
three roommates got hold of live
chicken Puccini irnself at the in
Btiument Even tfcj s r who Hilled
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the fewl declared himself unable to hear
its dying s oaks for the racket of the
piano

To secure coal in Infinitesimal
as needed the trio resorted to a

clever ruse Arrayed in his best suit M
black Michael Puccini would take a lit-
tle black traveling bag in his hand and
be noisily waved away as for a trip by
his followconspirators At night when
all the house slept Michael would softly
steal back to the little floor room

quanti-
ties

¬

with the black handbag full of coal
Michael poor fellow went to South
America to seek his fortune and died
there of yellow fever just when Gia
como was coming Into his own Many
of the incidents of his life as a conser-
vatoire student Puccini has woven into
La Boheme

Pniln to PnwH Entrance Tests
When the government guaranteed Puc

cinis expenses for a year at the Milan
Conservatory Puccini at first failed to
pase the entrance tests In other words
he lined up to his schoolboy reputation
But this time failure grated on him and
he went hard to work At the next trial
he was successful Once in the conser
vatory he worked Indefatigably but hi
music was wretchedly written on scraps
of paper and for tills reason his teachers
were almost persuaded not to read his
graduating composition Only their fond-
ness for Puccini at last led them to sit
down in an attempt to decipher the notes
They had not been at the task many
minutes before they discovered that they
had before them an unusual composition
Puccini had called his work Capricco
Sinfonca When It was played af one
of the conservatory concerts Us com-
poser was enthusiastically hailed as a
genius-

A subsequent concert performance led
to Puccinis introduction to Fontana the
librettist then a beginner like
Together wrote a short Opera for a
competition They lost but nothing dis-
couraged they set to work on another
opera which became Puccinis first sus-
tained effort La Villi For the time
and labor Puccini put in on the score he I

himself
the
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IUCIIARD STRUSS
ff isaliisv

received the munificent sum of 89 and
no sooner was It handed to him than he
was compelled to part with sit of it ex-
cept a few dollars to his importunate I

landlord This same landlord when
clnl was studying on a government pen
slon used to take the registered letters
containing the pension installments
Puccini watt until the latter opened thr
mall and then hold out his hand for tin j
board money due

has Three Country Seats
PuaMni has made so much out of his

Ctrl n
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operas that he now has three country
eats a motorboat bearing the name
Madama Butterfly an automobile or
two and other luxuries of the rich One
evening while he his wife and son now
twenty years old were out for a spin in
their auto the chauffeur drove it over
a thirtyfoot embankment and Puccinis
leg was fractured Eight months passed
before the leg healed sufficiently to per
mit its owner to go to Paris for special
treatment It was while he was con-
valescing that ho wrote the greater part
of Madama Butterfly

This is probably the favorite Puccini
opera in this country On a trip to Lon-
don the composer witnessed the play of
the same name and though he did not
understand a word of what was said he
nevertheless then and there decided to

an opera on the same theme He
secured the necessary permission ob-

tained local color from the wife of the
Japanese minister to Italy and finished
the task after two years of restless work
When the opera hadIts Initial production-
at La Scala in Milan it was greeted
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according to one account with whist-
ling shrilling on house keys grunting
roiring bellowing and laughing
tint at once withdrew it but not his faith
in it A few months had it

at Brusica where his success was
pronounced Since then it has triumphed
everywhere In Europe net become a
prime favorite here

Physically Puccini is something of a
giant There Is no more enthusiastic
sportsman among the living composers
and he is an expert with the gun Coun-
try life enthralls him hence trio of
country seats where he entertains his
friends on a lavish scale Ills days are
pretty fully taken up by pleasure most
of hte composing he does night While
at work he te the embodiment of rent

Mnscaprnls Leap to Fame
What musicloveing American has not

heard hummed snatches of the inter
masse from Cavallerla Rustlcana Of
Pietro Mascagni its composer it can
truly be said that up to the night the
opera was produced for the first time
he was obscure and unknown The next
morning he was famous

There are stories of men started on the
road to fortune by reading want adds
and going after the opportunities named
therein Mascagnlg case is
simlllar While he was still the director-
of a band in a small Italian town and as
such receiving a salary of J30 a month
he came across a copy of a Milan

and chanced to read therein the
announcement that the paper pay

00 to the person submitting to it within-
a certain time the best oneact

All the while he had been lea
band been studyln
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REGINALD DE KOYKX
American composer widely known through liu

light opera

and composing Thoughts of having 6QQ

all his own fined him to enter the contest
especially as he was then having a harder
time of It financially than ever before
and he had been shy of money from his
youth up He succeeded In getting two
friends to adapt a novel for the libretto
and in the eight months that ensued h
wrote Cavalleria Rusticana His joy
when h received word that ho had won
the prize can easily be lmagine1-

Miiscagnl traveled down to Rome to be
present at the operas production The
public the critics everybody went wild
over it Mascagni was hailed as a genius
His managers rushed to congratulate
him

Thank God he exclaimed fervently
as they poured out their words of praise

now I shall be able to buy my wife a-

new dress As soon MS he could break
away to a telegraph office he sent her
this message Come bring the chil-
dren that I may know I am the am-
man

Love for Family ills Ilohliy-
Maseagnis love for lila fatally has been

what might be called the hobby of his
life When be composes he likes to bavr
them about him and he not Infrequently
Interrupts his work to have a gay timr
with them He has a habit of naming
each child and his wife for a character
in the opera under composition

Mascagnls wife was a member of an

¬

opera company he met her after he left
the Milan Conservatory and while he was
traveling about the country as conduc-
tor for an opera company It was at this
time that he gained his practical knowl-
edge of the tap which has stood him
in such good stead since he became a
writer ol operas After giving up his
place as conductor Mascagni settled down
as leader of the aforementioned band
Iff had been married meanwhile

The composers father was a hanker In
Leghorn where Pis4ro was born The
father wanted to make a lawyer of him
but when he saw that the youngsters
head was full of music he let him have
his way taking him out of the common
school for the purpose When he was
slxtf n Mascagni had progressed so far
as tt take a prize t a Milan exposition
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¬

MASCAGSI
From a photograici takoi m Italy Ute last year

for an Ave Maria Then an uncle de-

cided to look after the boys musical edu
cation but before he could do much ho
died and PIetro returned home About
this time he composed a cantata which
attracted the attention of a rich noble
man who placed Pietro in tIme Milan
Conservatory Of course the youngster
was duly grateful but his restless tem-
perament got In its work and It was not
long before Mascagni was waving a
baton here and there over Italy for a
traveling opera company

Composer of Salome
No the Salome Strauss is not the

waltz king Strauss though a great many
persons who should have known bettor
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¬

so greeted the former when ho was in
this country Strauss took the confu-
sion good naturedly once going so far
as to let a newspaper reporter remain-
in blissful ignorance all through an ex-

tended interview that he was a Strauss
other than the waltz composer

Strauss father was a born player and
the son began his study of music and the
A B Cs simultaneously At a time when
most boys are occupied wholly In wres-
tling mentally with compound fractions
young Richard Strauss was composing
creditably and when he was only seven
teen he produced hIs first symphony
Since then his whole life has been de
voted to music He like Leoncavallo at
one stage of his career found it necessary
for his financial comfort to give lessons
In music One of his pupils a singer in
grand opera became his wife Mrs
Strauss her husband every-
where and frequently sings at social af-
fairs to his accompaniment She is very
charming socially and Is much sought
after in the European musical centers
where she te as famous In liar way as
her husband is in his

Has thigh Forehead
The striking thing physically about

Strauss is his head marked by a high
and protruding rounded forehead and
light blue eyes set abnormally fur apart
His nose has an African broadness which
further accentuates him among a multi
tude and his shock of curly hair Is more
or less wonderful Though of strong
physique he Is slight in build and about
five feet seven or eight in height He is
fortythree years old

He probably is the most restless noted
composer of today His nerves are on
edge not Only when he is composing but
at all times else For instance when he
Is In an automobile he is former chang
ing seats for no other reason than that
it is Impossible forjilssuo keep still whil
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CAIIILLtt SAINTSAEBiS
From a Iluu mn iiri luring his recent zip

to tu rotuitry

IJKIi
fleas of liriig Amtriran onmposern

the machine spins more than a mile or
two While directing he shows his ex-

treme nervousness by working his whole
body This habit ha led to his being
called eccentric as a director lie also
has been dutytod abnormal for this and
other manifestations of restlessness and
also because of his musical style Ab-
normal was the word quite a few Aiqeri
cans used last year to describe him fol-
lowing the Initial production of Sar
tome at the Metropolitan Opera House

Unlike a great many big men Strauss
has not been a bit swelled up over Ms
success He to as simple and unaffected
as a child fond of his home a lover of
the out of doors to which he escapee at
every opportunity and an enthusistatta
and expert skat player Like Puccini be

most of his composing at sight sad
once he has settled down to work he will
not brook interruption

Premier of Prencli Composers
Charles CamIlle flalntSaens the pre-

mier to living French composers and who
visited tw last year began taking piano
lessons from his great aunt when he was
three years old At live he was com-

posing little at seven he began
to study the piano under a professional
tacher and a few weeks later he tackled
the organ in addition In 184 when he was

l ven he made his first public appear
hello In Paris a child prodigy This
and subsequent performances on the
piano won him unstinted praise Three
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I

I

I

as

does

waltzes

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

EDWARD ALEX UIACDOWELL

years later he took second prize for piano
playing at the Paris Conservatoire the
first prize for organ playing was his In
1S51 He was sixteen and already full of
honors Meanwhile he had written nu-
merous difficult things a symphony
among them

SaintSaens was nearly forty before he
composed any operatic music When he
produced his first opera The Young
Princess he had been organist at the
Church of Saint Mary in Paris for four-
teen He remained at this post
until 1S77 During this time he composed-
an enormous quantity uf church music
In accordance with his contract all this
music has been left with the church and
will not be published until after his death
It is now inaccessible in the church
library

SaintSaens habitation In his conserva-
toire days was a little attic room almost
as barren of furniture as the Sahara is
of trees One day as the boy was play
lag scales Henri Appy a viollnst heard
and was so charmed with the melody of
the notes that he cllmed up several
flights of stairs to get a sight of the
person at the piano Asking and learning
the boys name made him blush
by declaring that a great future was
ahead of him Some time after this Appy
left France and never saw SaintSaens
again but when the latter had become
famous he proudly put this little incident
into circulation

American Writers of Music
With Edward Alexander MacDowell re

cently dead Dudley Buck Is perhaps the
leading living American composer and as
has been said he is in retirement A
legion of churchgoers of three generations
have sung his songs and listened to his
musiC For a quarter a century he
wac organist in Hoiy Trinity Church

App

If

years

¬

¬

¬

¬

Brooklyn and director and organist of
tho Apollo Club a really great power In
the American musical world Since
when he became organist for St Johns
Churoh Chicago he has been the best
known ohurch organist in this country

Ho had not left St Johns when the
Chicago fire occurred but was in Albany
N Y ready to give a concert when he
received word from his wife that their
home ws threatened He nevertheless
went on with tho concert and when It was
over he received another telegram telling
him that his home had been burned to

iSle

¬

gethor with many valuable musical man-
uscripts and that his wife had gone to a
neighbors for shelter

Shortly after this Buck moved to Bos-
ton where he became organist in St
Pauls Church It was here that he met
Theodore Thomas who persuaded him to
go to New York as assistant conductor-
of the Thomas concerts This was in M7S
That year Buck became an organist in
Brooklyn and from then on until his re
tirement his work was solely in what is
now Greater New York

Though Buck was not a child prodigy
like SaintSaens like him he was a
devote of music from babyhood As a
young shaver he got hold of a flute from
a schoolmate used to climb a cherry tree
where he was sure he would not dis-
turb the family and there sway in the
branches and play the instrument to hie

I hearts content About the same time he
borrowed a book on has from one of his

I fathers clerks and mastered Its techni
Itles in surprisingly short order On a
melodeon he learned to play classical
church music and from then on showed-
a decided partiality for music of this sort

I
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Became Church Organist
At sixteen at which age SaintSaens

born four years before Buck was gath
ering a wide fame as a piano player
Buck began to take lessons on the same
instrument A little later he entered
Trinity College and while there earned
his lirE money as a church organist
When his father saw that not even col
Vge fun weakened the boys love of
music lie sent him to to study
Buck was twentyseven when he returned
and settled down In Hartford Conn his
birth town to be attended by success
from the very start of his career

i After Buck Reginald Korea is per
jJmp the most widely known American

mposer what theatergoer has not Hs-
fpned time without end to de Kovens-

iomlo opera and orchestral music The
son of an Episcopalian clergyman it is
interesting note that de Koven turned
to the stage for his career As a member
of New Yorks W he is as successful
as he U as a writer of light opera muskFortyix years of he is a Yankee by
brth Connecticut giving both him and
Buck to the musical world He got his
ollege and conservatoire education in

t England and Germany respectively
MacDowell who died in January like

Buck took music as a boy and un
irss watched would neglect his piano
practice and compose Instead Unlike
Buck he made his musical reputation

broad where in company with his
mother he went to study When he

to country in 1888 after an
absence of twelve years he found that
his fame had preceded him home From
then on till the day of his death he was
called by critical Americas best com-
poser He was fortysix when he died
and he passed away with his mind like
that of a childs a sad oocurrence 3ue to
overwork

z OopjrrtsiR K by Dexter Jfenhali

CRUSADE ON CLOTHES POLES

Ye Village Improvement Society
of Gotham After Baokyards

Some of the Hntcrprinlng Hc hlcnt
of IIudRon Illvcr Burg Want to

Be Prond of It

New York Pelt IfcC sUie Tine aad
pulley poles must go

the ultimatum of an orgaufoaiton
which styles itself Ye Village Improve-
ment Society According to Its pro-
spectus It was organized in Ml for the
purpose of beautifying some of what is
now New York city So quietly has
it gone about its work for the put few
centuries so very quietly that few New
Yorkers reifea th good work it was
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Now that it has banished the unsightly
billboards lampposts trolley wires and
other vulgar evidences of commercialism
which greet the from the front
windows it Is about to devote its at
tention to the rear of the house

Not guilty pole shall escape The
committee hi charge of the execution
has not decided whether the poles shall
be chopped up In little pieces or strangled
with their own lines Only one thing is
absolutely certain The poles wilt be
given twenty minutes te leave town and

views

II

¬

go to Hoboken where timers is always a
welcome for the friendless pole

Those disfiguring poles says th
complaint from which radiate a maze
of lines on which are always to be
high in the air sections of the family
wash aro an eyesore that give a neigh-
borhood a cheap tenement house out
look and lessen property value

All the poles In the city are greatly
wrought up over the attempt to put
them out of business Some of the more
high strung were in a hysterical condition
last night and only too willing to de-
nounce the parties responsible for the ag-

itation
Ive got lines out for another Job

said a pole on Columbus avenue If
things break right IM be part of Bryans
platform Naturally I hate to leave the
old place Ive been very happy I
carried nothing but the finest pieces of
lingerie What were they That would
be telling

Its a dreadful reflection on the
washtub said Tom Sharkey when

his attention was called to it its cow-
ardly because the poles are in no position
to defend themselves Theres one back
of my plso and I shut up and down It
several times a day You know I used
to be a sailor and they cant come too
high for Thomas But say what will
the women do on Monday

Im In sympathy with the movement
said Bill Devery Its impossible to look
Into the windows across the way when
theres a linen shower in the way-

But wholl do the washing asked the
reporter

Turn it over the public service commis-
sion sId Bill Tlfey dont seem to be
doing much

INITIATIVE
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WEST POINT CADETS

By FREDERfC J HASKIN

I

Last Friday the first class of cadets
was graduated from the United States
Military Academy at West Point a
full three months ahead of the usual
time for graduation This was done
to answer the call for more officers in the
field On account of vacancies in the
grade of second lieutenant in the army
these newly graduated men will not have
to wait for duty but will find that oppor
tunlUfec for distinction are ready for them
all The number of graduates which s to
be determined by the final examination
will make the total of graduates from this
great Institution since its foundation in
M02 nearly 8000 Included In this number
are the names of many of the most dis-
tinguished men of modern times

West Point graduates have honored
every sphere of human endeavor to which
they have devoted themselves While the
larger proportion of them have remained
in the calling for which they were origi-
nally trained the number of those who
have turned to other pursuits is

and a remarkably high percentage
been eminently useful in civil pur

suits Particularly have they been of no
table service in the cause of higher edu-
cation Drawn from every part of the
Union they have benefited every part of
the Union by their accomplishments
their learning their zeal their fidelity to
duty and their high character To be a
W Point graduate is a mark of un
usual distinction for any American Ills
alma mater la recognised AS one of the
foremost educational institutions of the
world and hie diploma is a certificate of
honor worthy to be cherished

A
TIM graduate of West Point have been

Ute master martial spirits of four great
wets More than a century have they led
the westward march of civilization clear-
ing the way for the foundation of States
and cleaning the vast domain of a conti-
nent for the building of a grand republic
faithful always to duty and giving their
lives to maintenance of the Union Those
who have remained in the army have
made every branch of the service honor
able by their integrity and resplendent
wkh their genius The bestequipped pio-

neers of civilisation they have surveyed
its future and marked out its boundaries
improved the navigation of its rivers and
harbors applying a skill and a degreeof
practical learning which have been of in-

calculable value to the commercial ad-

vancement of the country West Point
graduates have been the foremost in-

structors of the exact sciences in schoote
in almost every State they have been
builders of great railway systems manu-
facturers and inventors and have done
more than any other class of alumni of
our colleges and universities to elevate
the standard of scientific attainment in
America

To have a national military academy
was one of the dearest alms of President
Washington ami what he said to arouse
interest in the consummation was ap-
proved by nearly all of his associates
in the founding of the republic In his
last annual message he remarked What
ever arguments may be drawn from par
ticular examples viewed a
thorough examination of the Subject will
evince that the art of war is both com-
prehensive and complicated that It dft
moods much previous study and that the
possession of it in its most improved and
perfect state te always of great moment
to the security of the nation

West Point had its beginning te Wash
ingtons administration in the designation
of a limited number of young officers of
artillery and engineer branches of the
army for special instruction but it was
not until Jeffersons administration that
the academy was actually founded in 1302

From that year until 1818 graduates were
given their diplomas without class rank
Since the graduation of the class of
the member of every one of ninety classes
has been ranked according to his pro-
ficiency as a student and a soldier

West Point was too young an institution
to have affected the fortunes of the war
Of 1812 in the seine way that its graduates
have turned the tide of campaigns in
other wars in which the United States
was involved When the war with Mexico
was fought West Point was fairly well
established and Its Instructors were
among the best of all countries How
well the graduates served their country
was told by Gen Winfield Scott who said
that but for them the war would have
lasted four or five years beginning with
reverses whereas by their skill and dar-
ing a great country had been conquered
without the lose of a single battle or
skirmish
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Bat the of th West Point
graduate and the matchless worth of his
training at the Military Academy were
best illustrated in the great civil war
Over a thousand graduates served the
two sides about onethird being on the
Confederate side Of the graduates on
the Union side one rose to the grade of
lieutenant general especially created for
him six to be major generals eleven to
be brigadier generals in regular army

genius

Th
ler volun-

teers The Confederate military establish-
ment from President Jefferson Davis
through the most distinguished officers of
the rank of general were graduates of
West Point

The two titans of the great conflict
Ulysses S Grant and Robert E Lee
were graduates of West Point As long
as the art of war studied there will
be afforded no narrative of fighting and
strategy of morn absorbing and striking
interest than the continuous battle fought
in Virginia for more than eleven months
between these two great American chief-
tains While there were not a few gen-
eral officers who by bravery and merit
rose from the ranks of the volunteers to
do brilliant Fervtee for the cause they
espoused It was mainly upon splendid
captains supplied from West Point
graduates under them that both Grant
and Lee depended for the organization
the morale and the cohesive effective
ness of their soldiers in atrategem and
struggle

With Grant for the Union were Mc
Clellan Sherman Sheridan Burnside
Buell Pope Rosocrans Porter Hancock
Hooker Meade Gibbon Sedgewtek Mc
Pherson Thomas Syken Hnnt Warrencum Stanley Granger McCook and
scores of other famous graduates of West
Point With Lee were such graduates as
Albert Sidney Johnston Joseph E

Beanregard Stonewell Jackson
Longstreet Bragg Hardee the two Hills

A P and D Ewell J 35

A P Stewart Pemberton
French Van Dora Pendleton
Alexander and many others

How greatly these fought all the world
knows When peace came they were the
list to clasp hands and the most faithful-
in preserving the compact Their exam-
ples have been worth more for the preser-
vation of harmony and unity among the
States than all the constructive endeavors-
of all the politics leaders the country
has known When Grant and Lee agreed
upon terms of peace at Appomattox It
was the greatest peace that ever fol-
lowed Internecine strife of a great nation

Gen Robert E Lee was graduated from
the Military Academy in the class of
1825 His graduation rank was second

of

Is

John-
ston

HEar
BStuart

Me Laws

generals

4

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

=

Ahead of him was Charles Mason of
New York Young Mason sewed but two
years in the army and resigned to study
law the practice of which ho began in
that State and later went West locating-
in Iowa whore he became chief Justice
of the Stat Supreme Court He was a
Democrat and a delegate to several na-
tional conventions of the party Judge
Meson died at Burlington Iowa in 1

Other distinguished graduates of the class
of 119 were Joseph E Johnston of Vir-
ginia and Ormsby McK Mitchell of
Kentucky

Two years later was graduated Henry
Clay son of the Kentucky statesman
Young Clay was graduated high in his
class and promised brilliantly He was
overwhelmed by Mexicans in the battle
of Buena VIsta and bayoneted to death
It was the removal of hit remains tu
Kentucky soil which Inspired the famous
poem of Theodore OHara The Bivouac
of the Dead

Gen Grant was graduated in time class
of 1S4J of which there were thirtynine
members His rank was twentyone In
this class was Fred T Dent of Missouri
later Grants brotherinlaw and chief of
staff Gen Albert Sidney Johnston was
graduated in the class of UK and in
Gen Sherman class of l were George
H Thomas Richard S Ewell and Thom
as Jordan of Virginia and Buahrod John
son of Ohio In the class of If with
Stonewall Jackson who a Thomas Jon
athan Jackson ranked seventeen out of
fiftynine wore George B McClellan
John G Foster Jesse L Reno Darius NT

Couch Truman Seymour Sam D Stur
gig and George Stoneman Union gen-

erals and the following Confederate gen-
erals John Adams Dabney H Maury
Cadmus K Wilcox Sam B Maxey and
George E Pickett Pitckett ranked last
In his class and won fame at Gettysburg
where Pander and Garnott also Wet
Point graduates assailing the Federal
lines with him gave up their lives

Many brilliant spirits have matriculated
at West Point whose natures were set
against the discipline of character whi h
a complete training there involved
Among them was Edgar Allen Poe The
meteoric poet entered the academy
ISM after having served creditably as
enlisted man in the army but the exac-
tions to course of study he looked
upon as repressing his noble ardors and
be so purposely rebelled against author-
ity that he was dismissed alter six
months

Another matriculate who was refrac-
tory and was dismissed and afterward
became known all over the world as a
famous artist was James Abbott MI
Nelll Whistler He was the eon of a dis-
tinguished West Point graduate George
Washington Whistler who became a
great civil engineer and in the servicft
of the Russian government constructed
the railway between St Petersburg and
Moscow Like his son he had genius for

as well as constructive engineering
A short while after he was dismissed
from the Academy the younger Whistler
was in the United States Coast Survey
but he spent too much of his time draw
ing caricatures and had to be discharged

then went abroad and lived and died
in England leaving wonderful evidences-
of his genius and originality both as an
artist and a writer

The building of the Panama Canal the
most stupendous engineering task of mod-
ern times has been committed to West
Point graduates headed by Col George
W Goethals of New York and MA
William L Sibert of Alabama They
have surpassed expectations in the prog-
ress they have made and they more
than any other agencies have convinced
the country that the success of the great
undertaking te assured
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He Understood Her
Frees the QtefefeMl PMa Date

They were aion in the conservatory
He turned to her oIls voice w low
but passionate

You know ha said why I have
asked you to come here Will you be
my wife

She looked at him intently
she answered and she uttered

the monosyllabic M if she loped it
No doubt she expected hint to reel and

clutch at something but he did nothing
of the sort

Very well be briskly said thats
all I want to know Shall we go in and
finish our dance

She stared at him in wonder
Arent you hurt by my refusal Dont

you intend to do something desperate
Desperate Certainly not Unless you

call tackling lobster salad desperate
Her pride was sorely wounded She

had meant to hurt him It would have
been proof of her power Now she
hungered for revenge There was only
one way to got even with him

George she said I have reconsid-
ered my decision I will be your wife

And the two scrawny rubber plants and
the three yellow palms quivered with
suppressed laughter
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A Brilliant Plan
A Missouri man tells of an Irishman

named Coughlln who lived in a shanty
standing in field near the mala high
way from Kansas City The founda
tions of tbe place was raised on stilts to
make it level with the road through
which ran a big water main As the liv-

ing floor of the place was raised on posta
to make it level with the highway It left
a large cellar underneath where Cough
lin kept a doaen hens

One day the water main burst flooding
the cellar and drowsing the hens Where-
upon Coughlln took steps to enter a
claim for damages against the city
After much delay influential friends suc-

ceeded in securing the sum of 36 in set-
tlement of Coughlins claim

Ive got me money shouted the
Irishman to a neighbor sitting on the
steps of the next shanty

Its glad I am to hear thot was tho
reply And how muck was It Cough
lin

Twentyfolve dollars
And phwRt are ye gels to do with the

twlntyfolve Coughlln
Im golH to puy J25 worth o ducks

said Cougfilin-

AH Passed lint One
Firm UM JefftiMe N a It

There was a drove of thirty mules and
horses passed through town last Satur-
day

Mr Hiram Bennett passed through the
village last week

Mr H Garvey passed through the
country on business Monday

Rev Walter Roten of Baldwin pasted
through this section Tuesday on his way
to take charge of Ute circuit assigned
him in Eastern North Carolina

Mr David A Hart was seen going to
ward J A Stufgtlfs last Sunday LOOK
out Miss MR-

Fncts in Few Words
In London there is one clergyman to

every 2600 persons v

Saddles were first used by men
in France in the year IN A D

A disappearing paper has now been de-
vised for lovers correspondence It is
steeped in sulphuric acid and after a cer-
tain time It crumbles into dust
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